
Our Lenten journey draws to an end as we enter Holy Week on Palm Sunday, 

March 16th. Please join us as we celebrate Christ's triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday,  remembering the Last Supper on Maundy 

Thursday, the agony of Christ's crucifixion on Good Friday and the joy of the 

resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

 

This year our Good Friday Worship will include a Passion Play. It will be a 

dramatic telling of Christ's journey to the cross. We will be using the Passion 

Play that is often used at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp.  

 
 

March 16 - Palm Sunday 
 

8:00 a.m.  Worship/Communion 

10:30 a.m. Worship/Communion 

 

March 20 - Maundy Thursday 
 

7:00 p.m.  Worship/Communion 

 
March 21 - Good Friday 

 

7:00 p.m. Worship/Passion Play 

 
March 23 - Easter Sunday 

 

6:30 a.m.  Worship/Communion 

8:00 a.m.  Worship/Communion 

10:30 a.m. Worship/Communion 

 
Nursery care is available for all services. 
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Dear People of God, 
 
Greetings in Christ! 

 
Christ is risen! He is risen in-

deed! Alleluia! This ancient 

cry and response will flow 

from our lips once again on 

Easter Sunday, March 23rd. 

It is a cry of faith and hope as 

the One who all thought was 

dead has been raised to new 

life for you and for me. 

 
Easter Sunday is the high, holy day for Christians 

around the world. Our church year calendar re-

volves around it. We will meet once again and sing 

ñJesus Christ is Risen Todayò from the depths of 

our faith and the top of our voices. We will hear the 

Good News of disciples who could not find Jesus 

in the tomb, and his appearance before them.  We 

will see the sanctuary decorated with flowers and 

the light of the empty tomb shining through the 

stained glass. We will gather for the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion as the resurrected Lord comes to 

us through his body and blood. 

 
My prayer this month as we walk together ever 

closer to the cross and empty tomb, is that we may 

continue, by Godôs grace, to grow in faith and dis-

cipleship. May we continue in Godôs Word and 

prayer as we journey ever closer to announcing 

from the mountain tops ï Christ is risen! He is 

risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
ñLo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb!  

Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and 

gloom; let his church with gladness hymns of 

triumph sing, for the Lord now liveth; death 

hath lost its sting! Thine is the glory, risen 

conquering Son; endless is the victory thou 

over death hast won!ò 

 
                               ñThine Is the Gloryò ELW 376 

 

See you in worship! 

 
Peace, 

 

 

 
Pastor Larry Stappler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday Dear Johann 
 

Please plan to join Paul 

Gregory and friends for a 

concert on Sunday, March 

30, 7:00 p.m. at Bethlehem 

to celebrate the 323rd birth-

day of Johann Sebastian 

Bach, born March 21, 

1685.  Featured will be 

vocal, instrumental, and, of 

course, organ music of the great master. A freewill 

donation may be made at the door for the ongoing 

renovation of the pipe organ, and refreshments will 

be served in the Commons following the program. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

O.W.L.S. meeting moves up a week. 
 

There is a change in dates for our Older Wiser 

Lutheran Seniors (O.W.L.S.) this month. On Tues-

day, March 18th Bob Nilsen, an almost-retired 

ELCA Pastor, will be with us and will have a pres-

entation on education, schools and the people of 

Bolivia. Come join us for a very interesting pro-

gram at 11:00 a.m. Lunch is served at noon. All 

adults are invited to come for the program, lunch or 

both! 
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Notes from Pastor Debra 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year as Holy Week draws close I hear the 

same questions:  ñWhat does the Maundy in 

Maundy Thursday mean?ò  andé ñWhat is so good 

about Good Friday?ò  So to help us prepare for Holy 

Week hereôs a kind of cliffôs notes version of 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 

 

Maundy Thursday (also known as Holy Thurs-

day) is the day that we as Christians remember 

Jesusô last supper with his disciples and his com-

mandment to love and serve one another. ñMaundyò 

comes from the Latin mandatum which is the first 

word in Jesusô commandment, ñMandatum novum 

do vobis ut diligatis invicem sicut dilexi vosò (ñA 

new commandment I give unto you, that you love 

one another; as I have loved you.ò John 13:34-35).  

So on this day we recall Jesusô mandate or com-

mandment that we are to love one another as Jesus 

loves us. Rituals common to Maundy Thursday are 

footwashing, communion and the stripping of the 

altar. 

 

Good Friday tells the story of Jesusô death and 

burial, known as the Passion story. This day has 

many names such as Holy and Great Friday, Sor-

rowful or Mourning Friday, Easter Friday and the 

triumph of the cross. The origin of the English name 

ñGood Fridayò is not clear but suggests that on this 

day we remember Godôs love for us that extends all 

the way to the cross. Christôs life-giving passion 

takes away the sin of the world in the ultimate act of 

love. This year our Good Friday service at Bethle-

hem will be a dramatic telling of Christôs Passion. 

 

Our journey through Holy Week; Maundy Thurs-

day, Good Friday and ultimately Easter Sunday; is 

just that, a journey. Take time this year to walk in 

Jesusô footsteps through the Last Supper, to the 

cross and the empty tomb.   

 

Journeying with you, 

 

 

 

Pastor Debra 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you Spring Cleaning?  
 

Our annual Rummage Sale is Saturday, April 5th.  

Itôs time to start collecting your rummage sale 

items! You can drop items off at the church office 

or on the stage in the Fellowship Hall. If you would 

like your donation picked up, please call the church 

office to make arrangements. All proceeds go to our 

Youth program! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's time to register for camp! 
 

Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 

offers a Christ-centered camp-

ing experience for people of all 

ages. Our staff is trained to help 

campers understand Godôs 

message of Good News and to 

provide positive Christian role 

models. We encourage all children and youth to 

participate in our summer programs. Consider 

spending a week at camp this summer! For more 

information, pick up a camp brochure in the Com-

mons, Education Building or the church office. You 

can also check out info on the camp website:  

www.flbc.net  

 

FYI Pastor Debra will be at camp July 13-18.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Pastor Debra and all our friends at Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church, 

 

Thank you all so much for your kind donations dur-

ing Souper Bowl Sunday! The ongoing support that 

we receive from your church is a true blessing to 

our food bank. 

 

The staff here shows our appreciation by continu-

ally working hard to make sure the hungry people in 

the Valley receive good care while being served 

here. 

 

Thanks for helping us! 

 

Lori Botkin, 

Director 

 

 

(Please note the Annual Soup Dinner to benefit the 

Food Bank will be April 4th at Northridge Lutheran 

from 5:30-7:00pm. Tickets will be available from 

Jim Eakins or Pastor Debra.) 

 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Thank you for your cards, calls, notes, visits and 

your prayers after my accident. 

 

Your prayers have brought me through many tough 

times and I am so grateful for your love. 

 

Bless you always. 

 

Alice Tillson 

 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Thank you for the cards and good wishes following 

the death of my husband, Gene. 

 

Jane Fulton 

 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Thank you to everyone from Bethlehem who par-

ticipated in Souper Bowl Sunday. We collected 

$753.71 for the Flathead Food Bank! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Book Club meeting set 
 

The Bethlehem Book Club will meet 

on Tuesday, March 18th at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Fireside Room. Our selection 

for the month is ñGirl from the 

Gulches: The Story of Mary Ronanò 

by Ellen Baumler. Please join us for 

discussion of this interesting local 

figure. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hear those bells ring! 
 

The GosBells will be joining many other 

bell choirs at the Big Sky Handbell 

Festival on April 25 & 26 at the Glacier 

High School gymnasium. Mark your 

calendars for a free concert of perhaps 250 

ringers on the 26th at 7:30 p.m. The director for this 

festival directs the ñRaleigh Ringersò who have 

Christmas programs on PBS. You may have seen 

them during the holidays. Come and see our 

festival! 
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