“

The Bethlehem Star

Bethlehem Lutheran Church February
603 South Main Street, Kalispell, MT 59901 2008
Phone - 406-752-6140, fax 406-752-6145

e-mail: bickal@montanasky.us website: http://beth-luth.org

Why Ash Wednesday?

Mission Statement

We are a Christian
community rooted in
the Gospel of Jesus
Christ that gathers to
worship, learn and
share, and reaches
out to welcome,

witness and serve.

Inside this issue:

Pastor Larry's Letter 2

Traditionally, the Christian church has observec

. News from Pastor 3
the seven weeks before Easter as a time of per pepra
tence and spiritual sedxamination. Outreach Opportunities 4
Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Treasurers Report 5
Lent, derives its name from the ancient practice _
of marking the foreheads of worshipers with ~ ©ouncil Notes
ashes from the unused palm branches of the  gjhdays and Prayer 7
previous year. Ashes historically have had a  Requests
dual significance.

First, they are Old Testament symbols of-sad

ness and humility. Job, in the midst of all his
troubles, cried out to God from the ash heap.

The second symbolic meaning of ashes is as a Church Council
reminder of our mortality. Each of us faces the pesigent:
inevitability of physical death. Our bodies and Carol Vish,257-8945
material possessions eventually will turn to dust Vice Presidents:
and ashes. This is a reminder that we dare not ~ Judie CundyBa43887
trust in things that crumble. But Lent does not O™ Nelson2574436

. . Secretary/Treasurer:
leave us on the ash heap. It begins with Ash Bryan Gilbertson756.9229
Wednesday, but ends with Easter. And Easter committee Chairs:
proclaims that, through Christ, God resurrects  Christian Education:
us from our dust and ashes, makes us new creg  Darren Schlepp(552578

tures and brings life out of death! Fellowship:
Sandy Lindlief,752-8030

Outreach:
Nancy Brosten752-2357

Property:
. Dave Ebert257-3165
Ash Wednesday Worship Stewardship:

Anne Taylor,257-5006

February 6’ 2008 Worship and Music:
7:00 p.m. Brad Abbott,7550762
Youth:
Diane Torgerson{56-7709




Page?

The Bethlehem Star

Dear People of God,
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Greetings in Christ!

|l td6s that t
As February comes
upon us two events
begin again. Both of
them will draw huge

Pastor’s Message
crowds from all over fo” l.ent
the world. One is on

February 8 and the other begins on Februaly 6
Of course | am talking about the Super Bowl and
Lent. The Super Bowl is entertament and Lent is

a journey beginning with Ash Wednesday. The
Super Bowl you watch and Lent you participate in.

What is it that makes Lent meaningful? This is a
question | ask myself every year. Some folks give
something up for Lent and others do something
different during Lent like more family time, vol
unteer more, take time t
time set apart from the rest of the year. That is why
we have soup suppers (a simple dinner beginning at
5:30 p.m.) and worship each Wednesday night

(7:00 p.m.).

Now | know how hard it can be to work one more
thing into your busy schedules. But, | encourage
you to rework your schedules if possible and come
to soup suppers if you can, but be sure to make mid
-week worship. Take the journey of Lent this year,
who knows what God might do in your life.

of

AChri st the | ife a

the death of death, our foe,
Christ, yourself for me once

giving to the darkest depths of woe:
through your suffering, death,

and merit life eternal I inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks are due,

dear est Jesus, unt o

6Chri st , the Life of

#339

Praise be to God for this opportunity! Take the
Lenten journey!

Peace,

Pastor Larry Stappler

Discover Your Personal Wisdom

A seminar for deepening one's spirituality in
the second half of life.

Friday, March 7 7:00-9:00 p.m.

o ds>atyaey Mareh § 300

Northridge Lutheran Church

Cost- $25 per personscholarships available

Do you want to live life longer with vitality or
would you rather die longer? Did you know that
when you turn 50 years of age, you have com
menced into the second half of your life? This
exciting half of life has its own curriculum.

Thlis seminar introduces a new field of work that
!encourgglésea conScidus gp%rbach to aging. The
deep inner work helps participants reclaim the role
of elder (not elderly) in our society and redefines
what it means to enter the second half of the rest of
your life. This workshop is appropriate for all

adults.

Reservations are required by Mar¢h 8ost in

Y Qudes Both sessions and lunch on Saturday. Watch

Afgr brochugeg availgble $ogndn@the Cagmmaops.
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Notes from Pastor Debra
PS Please visiwww.souperbowl.ordf you would

AFor 1 was hungry and Yy qdm&ditdmatBf abduPiiteBoupel BoWi @S

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | .
Canpg! L oa
was a stranger and you wel¢tomed meeéeo
Matthew 25:35

The first Sunday of every month at

Bethlehem is Food Bank Sunday.

|l tds a reminder for al/l of us that once

a month (at the very least) we are to Prayer Partners

remember the hungry in our commu

nity by donating food to our local | like t K

FI at head Food Bank. D0n6XVpuffjf¥)opr5<ee?maea_ N
your donations can be dropped off ! erence in someoneos

: : through prayer or maybe
z;rg]);]tlme right by the elevator under the Food Bank brighten their day with a

card or a AThinking of Y
note? If so, become a Prayer

Partner. You will have another special person to
remember for the year.

On Sunday, February“3ve have the opportunity
to participate in a nationwide campaign to feed the
hungry in our community through tti8ouper

Bowl of Caring. The mission statement for the We will be drawing names for new Prayer Partners

Souper Bowl of C_:_aring s to uti!ize Super Bowl beginning February 17 and we invite all of you to
weekend to moblll_ze youth to flght hunger and participate. All you need to dtro is complete the
poverty in their Iocal @B lorm phdeiin hd dBiledion bdx ths !
we do. Our youth will be asking us todonate  yhe commons and draw a name. Once you have
money and food on this day to make a difference in drawn a partner name, you may wish to keep it a
our community and to show that we care. secret, or reveal yourself to your new partner

immedately. The choice is yours. Pray for your

Consider all of the energy, resources, time and of  prayer Partner, remember special dates and
course food that go into making the Super Bowl the  holidaysi anything you wish.

big day that it is in this country. For just one day

our youth encourage us to give to those in need in e are planning a gathering for the Prayer Partners

our own community in a very different kind of ~ from last year. Watch the Sunday bulletins for date
ifSouper Bowl .0 You are ighytmted to bring a donat.i

of money or food to Bethlehem on Sunday, Febru

ary 391 our youth will be collecting your gifts Blessings to you,
after worship in big soup pots. All donations will
go directly to the Flathead Food Bank. Nancy Brosten

Outreach Committee
Thank you for joining us this year in the Souper
Bowl of Caring!

Pastor Debra


http://www.souperbowl.org

