
"Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place 

in this way..." (Matthew 1:18). 
 

Many generations after God promised a Messiah, 

a young girl named Mary conceived a child by the 

Holy Spirit. Joseph, the young man to whom she 

was betrothed, was told by an angel that the child 

she would bear was God's Son, Jesus. 

 

God's power and blessing worked through 

common lives to bring forth Jesus the Messiah. 

Joseph and Mary, ordinary young adults nurtured 

by the generations before them, were open to 

God's extraordinary activity in their lives. They 

were common people whose willing hearts and 

courage powerfully proclaimed the Good News of 

the one who would save his people from their 

sins. 

 

Countless generations later, you and I are called 

to proclaim the Good News of Emmanuel, "God 

with us." Our neighborhoods, our communities, 

and our world are filled with those who long to 

know Jesus' love and saving presence in their 

lives. God uses us in all our ordinariness and 

sinfulness to bring forth the promise and light of 

Christ's love and salvation. 

 

This Christmas, may the Holy Spirit give you 

faith, courage, and a willing heart as you take part 

in God's ongoing miracle. May you know the joy 

and awe that comes from bearing Christ's creative 

and redeeming love to the world. 

 

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Dear People of God, 
 
Greetings in Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The energy is palpable. It seems that the room itself 

is electric. Young faces with perpetual smiles and 

looks of anticipation in their eyes are everywhere. It 

is into this situation that Luke chapter 2 is told. Yes, 

I am talking about the 5:00 p.m. worship on Christ-

mas Eve that we call ñChristmas Through a Childôs 

Eyes!ò 

 
Yet, even though there is a lot of energy as the 

children come forward for their time to hear the 

Christmas Story and message, they listen. You see 

already they know that there is something more 

about Christmas than just all the hype. They know 

that there is a story to be heard about a child in a 

manger so long ago and so far away that has every-

thing to do with our lives and this holy night. 

 
So the story is told in such a way that the children, 

and adults, relate to it. There is fun and laughter, 

and a special guest brings the message to eager ears 

and shining eyes.  At the end of it all we sing 

ñHappy Birthdayò to Jesus and blow out candles on 

a cake. 

 
Along with the 5:00 p.m. worship, the Candlelight 

worship times are 8:00 and 10:00 p.m., with Christ-

mas Day worship at 10:30 a.m. Whatever time(s) 

you worship remember to worship with the energy 

and anticipation of the children. Worship with pure 

hearts the One born in Bethlehem who is the Christ, 

the Son of God. May we sing with the angelic host 

the praises of God who comes amongst us as 

Immanuel! 

 
See you in worship! 

 

 
Peace, 

 

 

 
Pastor Larry Stappler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Childrenôs Sunday School happenings 
 

The Annual Sunday School 

Christmas Program will be on 

Sunday, December 16th begin-

ning at 9:30 a.m.  All children in 

Preschool through Junior High 

are asked to be at the church 

between 9:00 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. 

to prepare. There will be refreshments following the 

program in the Fellowship Hall. We will be practic-

ing during Sunday School so please have your 

children at the church by 9:15 a.m. on December 

2nd & 9th.   

 

There will be no Sunday School classes for children 

on Sunday, December 23rd and 30th. Classes will 

resume on January 6th. We have had such a great 

turn out this year and we thank you for getting your 

children here on Sundays! 

 

Have a blessed Holiday Season.   

 

Anita Gilbertson & Charmaine Stappler  

Co-Superintendents. 
 

 

 


