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Dear People of God,
Greetings in Christ!

As | am writing this, March is  N\"J2€¢
snowing again. | am hoping § As
and trusting that April will W 'b}
bring us the showers we neel ‘ ®

to bring those May flowers. Aprll
April is a month of greening

and growing. The early flowers

start making their appearance, the grass begins

greening and the weather grows warmer. It is truly
a wonderful month.

April also brings many wonderful events in the life
our congregation. The Easter Season continues as
we gather on Sunday mornings for worship. We
continue to hear that the miracle of the resurrec
tion brings new life and hope to the church.

April 13" and 14", Sunday and Monday, brings us
the Peder Waldum Memorial Spring Renewal. The
Reverend Paul Rowold will be speaking on

i B e thém: ¥esterday, Today and

T o mo r r \WWewwll be meeting each evening
from 7-8:30 p.m. with a reception following.

There will be an offering taken. Please plan to
attend and invite your friends!

On Sunday, April 2%, during the 10:30 a.m.
worship we will witness the miracle of faith as our
youth affirm their baptisms. On this Confirmation
Sunday, we will be reminded of the vows we made
at our confirmations and the vows we made to

God when our children were baptized. Plan to
come and support these youth and their parents as
we praise God together for the gifts of grace and
faith. There will be a reception following worship.

| also want to give a big thank you to everyone
who cooked for our Confirmation dinners and our
soup suppers. You have helped our youth learn
and grow in their faith. We have truly been
blessed!

Finally, please continue to pray for our ministry
together, for your pastors and for the staff.

See you in worship!

Peace,

Pastor Larry Stappler

Ou.
Thank you so much to everyone who helped to
make our Holy Week services so special! The
GosBells were outstanding on Palm Sunday and
the Chancel Choir and soloists did a great job on
Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday. The Passion

Play on Good Friday was excellent and very
meaningful to all who attended.

Special thanks to Brad Abbott for coordinating the
Passion Play and to all the actors and musicians
who participated.

Thanks also to our staff for all the extra work that
Holy Week brings to their schedules.

The Worship Committee
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Notes from Pastor Debra

This year as we journey through the
gospel of Matthew you have a
special opportunity to explore the
Beatitudes from
the Mount (Matthew 5). On Man
day, April 28, you are invited to
spend the day with Dr. Martha Ellen
Stortz as she preserithe Beatitudes
for Life.

Dr. Stortz is the professor of histori
cal theology and ethics at Pacific
Lutheran Theological Seminary and
the author of

aut hor and bri

like to share!

ng

Please check out all the information in our news
letter, bulletins and posters around Bethlehem. If

NRIT Welcomes Dr. Martha Stortz!
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Beatitudes

Ser mo

this
in theLutheran Women Todawgagazine. For
those of you who have already been using this
Bible study, this is a wonderful chance to meet the

year 0s

any

Special MSWO* discount
friend and your friend gets 50% off the registration
fee! (*See below.)

youregister in advancéhere is a discouritregis

ter with a friend and your friend gets 50% off the

registration fee!

As a PLTS gr ad

debkoch@gmail.com.

Studying Godods

Pastor Debra

and
excited to welcome her to Bethlehem! She is an
excellent teacher, gifted theologian and a passion
ate disciple. We will be blessed by her time here in
Montana. If you have any questions or would like
more info please call 758140 or email me at:

word

Bi
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While this workshop is being offered for both

clergy and lay persons, the laity are especially
invited to attend. Registration costs are $65 for

q u e Slergy,$60dor laymersons ang RAS. s

The Northern Rockies Institute of
Theobgy is excited to welcome Dr.
Martha Ellen Stortz, professor of

nhistorital theabgy and ethics at Pacific

Lutheran Theological Seminary. Dr.
Stortz is the author of this year's Bible
study in theLutheran Women Today
magazineShe will be offering a NRIT
sponsored workhop at Bethlehem on
Monday, April 28th, from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. on the Beatitudes and how
these beloved sags from Jesus can
speak to our lives today.

study

: Register with a

Along with the recent Bible study, Dr. Stortz has

authored many articles and books includifg
World According to God: Practices for Putting

stude ﬁ |tha6tPeC qterof:(ﬁo ﬁ?QO ). T

reglster please go to
wwwe.nrit.org For further information on this or
any other NRIT event, email Rev. Laurie Jungling
atljungling@nrit.orgor call 406453-1461.

we S|te

*Discount available to all lay persons.

Mention the MSWO (Montana Synodical

wi t h

Women's Organization) discount when
>fe%é’tenng Please register with your friend

to get the discounted rate. Available forpre
registration only; the discount will not be
accepted if registering on the date of event

youdd
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